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Welcome

Welcome to The Pearl of Africa
Welcome to Your Complete Guide to 
Wildlife, Gorilla Trekking, Culture, 
Adventure & Authentic Experiences, 
your gateway to exploring the Pearl of 
Africa. 

Uganda is a land of breathtaking 
landscapes, abundant wildlife, rich 
cultural heritage, and unforgettable 
adventures. From trekking endangered 
mountain gorillas in misty forests and 
encountering the Big Five on thrilling 
safaris to cruising the legendary River Nile 
and connecting with vibrant local 
communities, every journey offers a 
unique and memorable experience.

At UG Tourism Consult, we are committed 
to creating authentic, personalized travel 
experiences that showcase the very best of 
Uganda. This guide highlights the country's 
iconic national parks, cultural treasures, 
adventure activities, comfortable 
accommodations, and essential travel tips 
to help you plan an extraordinary trip. 
Thank you for choosing Uganda,we look 
forward to welcoming you and helping you 
create memories that will last a lifetime.



About Uganda
Known as the Pearl of Africa, Uganda is a breathtaking 
destination in East Africa, celebrated for its stunning 
landscapes, extraordinary wildlife, and vibrant 
cultural heritage. From the misty forests of 
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, home to the 
endangered mountain gorillas, to the vast savannahs, 
spectacular waterfalls, and the legendary River Nile, 
Uganda offers unforgettable experiences for every 
traveler.

Home to more than 65 indigenous communities, 
Uganda is renowned for its rich traditions, warm 
hospitality, and remarkable cultural diversity. 
Visitors can enjoy a wide range of experiences, 
including thrilling wildlife safaris, unforgettable 
gorilla trekking, exceptional birdwatching, 
immersive cultural tours, and exciting adventure 
activities. With its pleasant climate and year-round 
attractions, Uganda promises authentic, life 
changing, and memorable journeys for travelers 
from around the world.
.

Quick Facts

Capital: Kampala

Official Languages: English and Swahili

Currency: Ugandan Shilling (UGX)

Time Zone: East Africa Time (UTC+3)

Nickname: The Pearl of Africa

International Airport: Entebbe International 
                                     Airport



Gorilla Trekking
Uganda is one of the world's top destinations for 
mountain gorilla trekking, home to more than 
half of the world's remaining mountain gorillas. 
This extraordinary experience allows visitors to 
observe these endangered  primates in their 
natural rainforest habitat while supporting
conservation and local communities.

Gorilla trekking takes place in Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, and Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, 
both located in southwestern Uganda. Guided by 
experienced Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) 
rangers, visitors hike through lush forests to 
locate a habituated gorilla family.

The trek may last from 1 to 6 hours, depending 
on the gorillas' location, followed by one 
unforgettable hour observing their fascinating 
behavior.

The best time to trek is during the dry seasons
(June–September and December–February), 
although gorilla trekking is available through
out the year.Visitors should wear sturdy 
hiking boots, long-sleeved clothing, and carry 
a waterproof jacket, drinking water, insect 
repellent, and a camera without flash.

Gorilla trekking is more than a safari—it is a rare
opportunity to connect with one of humanity's 
closest relatives in the wild while contributing to 
the preservation of one of Africa's greatest 
natural treasures.For many travelers, it is the 
highlight of their journey through the Pearl of 
Africa.



Uganda is one of the world's premier
birdwatching destinations, earning 
its reputation as the Birding Paradise 
of Africa. Despite its relatively small 
size, the country is home to more 
than 1,090 recorded bird species, 
representing about 11% of the world's 
bird species and over 50% of Africa's 
bird species. Its remarkable diversity 
is due to a unique combination of 
tropical rainforests, wetlands, 
savannahs, mountains, lakes, and 
rivers.Whether you are a seasoned 
birder or a nature enthusiast, Uganda 
offers unforgettable birdwatching 
experiences throughout the year, 
with opportunities to spot rare,
endemic,and migratory species in 
spectacular natural settings.

Top Birdwatching Destinations

Mabamba Swamp
World-famous for sightings of the elusive Shoebill Stork, 
this wetland is best explored by canoe through narrow 
papyrus channels.

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
Known for gorilla trekking, Bwindi is also a birdwatcher's 
paradise with over 350 bird species, including many 
Albertine Rift endemics such as the African Green 
Broadbill and Handsome Francolin.

Kibale National Park
Home to more than 370 bird species, Kibale's tropical 
rainforest shelters the Great Blue Turaco, Green-breasted 
Pitta, hornbills, and numerous forest specialists.

Murchison Falls National Park
Combining savannah, riverine forests, and wetlands, the 
park boasts over 450 bird species, including the African 
Fish Eagle, Goliath Heron, & Abyssinian Ground Hornbill.

Queen Elizabeth National Park
One of Uganda's richest birding areas with over 600 bird 
species, offering excellent sightings around the Kazinga 
Channel, crater lakes, and open savannah.

Best Time for Birdwatching
Uganda offers excellent birdwatching year-round. 
The dry seasons (December–February
and June–August) 

Bird Watching



Gorilla Trekking Big Five
Wild Safaris
Uganda is one of Africa's 
finest safari destinations, 
offering unforgettable 
wildlife encounters across 
its diverse national parks 
and reserves. 
From expansive savannahs
and lush wetlands to
tropical forests and majestic
rivers, the country is home 
to an incredible variety of 
wildlife, including the Big 
Five, primates, and over 
1,090 bird species.

Whether on a game drive, 
boat cruise, or guided nature 
walk, every safari reveals 
breathtaking landscapes 
and close encounters with 
Africa's iconic animals.

Top Wildlife Safari 
Destinations

1.Murchison Falls National 
Park 
Famous for elephants, lions, 
giraffes,buffaloes, hippos, 
crocodiles, and the 
spectacular Murchison Falls.

2.Queen Elizabeth National 
Park
Renowned for tree climbing 
lions, elephants, leopards, 
and boat safaris along the 
Kazinga Channel.

3.Kidepo Valley National Park 
A remote wilderness with 
abundant wildlife, dramatic 
scenery, and exceptional 
game viewing.

4.Lake Mburo National Park
Ideal for spotting zebras, 
impalas, elands, buffaloes, 
and enjoying walking or 
horseback safaris.

5.Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary
The only place in Uganda 
where visitors can track 
rhinos on foot.

Wildlife safaris are enjoyable 
year round, but the dry 
seasons(December–February 
and June–August) offer the 
best game viewing, with 
animals gathering around 
water sources and roads 
remaining easily accessible.



Culture And Heritage
Uganda's rich cultural heritage is reflected in its 
65+ indigenous communities, each with unique traditions, 
languages, music, dance, cuisine, and customs. From 
ancient kingdoms and historic sites to vibrant festivals and
traditional villages, visitors can experience the country's 
diverse cultural identity and warm hospitality.

Cultural Highlights

Top Cultural Attractions
Kasubi Tombs
Uganda Museum
Kabaka's Palace
Ndere Cultural Centre

1.Explore the traditions of Uganda's kingdoms and ethnic 
communities.
2.Enjoy traditional music, dance, and storytelling performances.
3.Visit cultural villages, museums, and historical landmarks.
4.Discover local crafts, art, and handmade souvenirs.
5.Taste authentic Ugandan cuisine and regional specialties.

Best Time to Experience Culture
Cultural experiences are available throughout the
year, with festivals, ceremonies, and community 
events offering unique opportunities to experience 
Uganda's living traditions.



Faith Tours
Uganda is a significant destination for 
religious tourism, offering sacred sites that 
reflect the country's deep spiritual heritage 
and religious diversity. Pilgrims and visitors 
can explore historic churches, cathedrals, 
mosques, and shrines while learning about 
Uganda's faith, history, and traditions.

Religious Highlights

1.Visit the renowned Namugongo Martyrs 
Shrine, a major Christian pilgrimage site 
honoring the Uganda Martyrs.

2.Explore Rubaga Cathedral, 
the seat of the Catholic Archdiocese of
Kampala.

3.Discover the historic Namirembe 
Cathedral, the oldest Anglican cathedral 
in Uganda.

4.Enjoy panoramic views from the Uganda 
National Mosque, one of East Africa's 
largest mosques.

5.Visit the serene Bahá’í House of Worship, 
the Mother Temple of Africa and the only 
Bahá’í House of Worship on the continent, 
renowned for its peaceful gardens, unique 
architecture, and welcoming atmosphere
for people of all faiths.Experience Uganda's 
peaceful atmosphere of faith, 
history, and cultural harmony.

Best Time to Visit
Religious sites are open throughout the year, 
with 3 June (Uganda Martyrs Day) 
being the most significant pilgrimage event, 
attracting millions of worshippers from 
across Africa and beyond.



Adventure Thrills
Adventure seekers will find Uganda full of unforgettable
experiences, from white water rafting on the River 
Nile to scenic hiking, mountain climbing, quad 
biking, horseback riding, and nature walks through 
spectacular landscapes.

Experience the excitement of ziplining as you soar 
above lush forests and breathtaking valleys, 
enjoying panoramic views while connecting with 
Uganda's rich natural beauty. It's a perfect activity 
for families, couples, and thrill seekers alike.

Uganda's sports tourism offers world class adventure 
with activities such as kayaking, bungee jumping, 
cycling, sport fishing, and marathon events. 
Whether you're looking for adrenaline filled 
adventures or active outdoor experiences, 
Uganda promises memories that last a lifetime.



1. Visa Requirements for Uganda 2. Best Time to Go TO UGANDA:  
Entry Basics:  All U.S. travelers 
need a Visa Arranged before 
you go to Uganda for $50. 
Visas are applied for online at 
https://washington.mofa.go.ug
          /consular/visas

For Gorilla Trekking in the dry season, 
June – September, and then December – February.
Bespoke Safaris, 
June to September and December to February.
Birding Safaris,
December - February.
Culture Tours and Religious,
 Tours are available all year round.        

Note:   No Vaccinations Required To Travel To Uganda.   
3. Some Flights Details

Suggested Flight Connections from the USA to Entebbe International Airport 
(EBB), Uganda

Departure City Airport Recommend Route Estimated
Time

New York

Washington, D.C.

Chicago

Dallas

Denver

DFW

DEN

DFW → Amsterdam (AMS) or 
Istanbul (IST) → Entebbe (EBB)

DEN → Amsterdam (AMS) →
 Entebbe (EBB) or DEN →
 Istanbul (IST) → Entebbe (EBB)

IAD / DCA

ORD

12–14 hrs

12–13 hrs

13–14 hrs

JFK / EWR JFK/EWR → Brussels (BRU)
 or 
Amsterdam (AMS) → Entebbe (EBB)

IAD/DCA → Brussels (BRU) → 
Entebbe (EBB)

ORD → Brussels (BRU) or
 Istanbul (IST) → Entebbe (EBB

15–16 hrs

15–17 hrs

Everything You Need to Know Before Visiting Uganda

Los Angeles

Seattle

LAX

SEA

LAX → Amsterdam (AMS) → Entebbe 
(EBB) or LAX → Istanbul (IST) 
→ Entebbe (EBB)

SEA → Amsterdam (AMS) → Entebbe
 (EBB) or SEA → Istanbul (IST)
 → Entebbe (EBB)

15–16 hrs

16–18 hrs

Note: Travel times are approximate and assume efficient connections. 
Actual durations may vary depending on airline schedules, layover lengths, 

weather, and seasonal operations.



For Gorilla Trekking in the dry season, 
June – September, and then December – February.
Bespoke Safaris, 
June to September and December to February.
Birding Safaris,
December - February.
Culture Tours and Religious,
 Tours are available all year round.        

Practical booking tips
1.Check Brussels Airlines and KLM for 
one-stop transatlantic + Europe→EBB 
combinations
.2.Turkish Airlines often provides strong 
single-connection service via IST.
3.Ethiopian Airlines and Kenya Airways 
offer consistent Africa-hub connections 
(ADD, NBO).
4.For shortest travel time, 
choose an itinerary with a single 
connection in Europe or Istanbul and a 
short layover (1–3 hours).For best Comfort
,choose Business on the long transatlantic 
leg(US →Europe/Middle East) and
Business/Comfort on the Europe →EBB leg 
if available.

Passport: Ensure your passport is valid for at least 
6 months beyond your travel dates and has enough 
blank pages.
Visa & Entry: Apply for your e-Visa in advance 
(typically approved within 48–72 hours). 
UG Tourism Consult can assist with the application 
process.
Health: Check the latest health requirements for your 
destination. Consult your doctor about malaria 
prevention and other travel health needs. Uganda no 
longer requires Yellow Fever vaccination for entry.
Travel Insurance: We recommend comprehensive 
travel insurance that includes medical coverage and 
emergency evacuation.
Money & Connectivity: Carry some cash for tips 
and souvenirs. Credit/debit cards are accepted 
in many places. Consider purchasing an eSIM 
or local SIM card to stay connected.

Travel Preparation Checklist

Accomodation 
At UG Tourism Consult, we make your journey seamless from 
the moment you arrive in Uganda to the moment we see you 
off at the airport. 

Our safari packages are offered at one convenient price, inclusive 
of all ground transportation and transfers, accommodation, and 
meals throughout your stay. Your experience is fully tailored to 
your preferences and budget, with Luxury, Mid-Range, and 
Budget accommodation options available.

We choose from the several partners we work with such as  the 
exceptional Silverback Lodge for a luxury experience, Nkuringo 
Lodges for mid-range comfort, or Kichwamba Kingfisher Lodges 
for a budget-friendly stay, our team takes care of every detail. 

From welcoming you at the airport, providing reliable 
transportation, comfortable accommodation and meals, to 
ensuring you have an unforgettable experience before bidding 
you farewell at the airport, UG Tourism Consult is with you 
every step of the way—creating memories and delivering the 
trip of a lifetime.



Contact Us

F O R  R E A D I N G

Thank 
You!

info@ugtourismconsult.com

Tel: 1 630 656 3972
www.ugtourismconsult.com
2405 Essington Road,Suite B,
Joliet,illinois,60435,USA.

@Ug Tourism Consult
Scan me itineraries 
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